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“It is He who has sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from
among themselves, reciting to them His verses,and purifying them
and teaching them the Book [i.e., the Qur’an] and wisdom [i.e., the

sunnah] - although before that they were indeed in clear error.” (Sdrat
al-Jumu‘ah 62:2)

Respected friends, companions, and scholars,

We have heard many words of counsel and advice regarding da‘'wah
and tabligh (inviting to Allah), and dhikr (remembrance of Allah).

Once, Mawlana In‘am al-Hasan (4 ««~,) was present in a gathering of
karguzart (reporting back from returning Jamats). A brother said



during his report: “In my speech | told the people, ‘This (work of
da‘wah) is the only work.’

Mawlana In‘am al-Hasan (4 4»~ ) said to him: “Please repeat what
you just said.” He repeated: “The only work is this.”

The Shaykh replied: “No, it is not like that. We say: this (work of
da‘'wah) is also part of the work.”

He then explained: “There is the knowledge of prophethood, the
practice of prophethood, and the light of prophethood. The knowledge
of prophethood spreads through the madrasahs. The practice of
prophethood spreads through da‘wah and tabligh. And the light of
prophethood spreads through dhikr, remembrance, and tasawwuf.”

Tasawwuf and Da‘'wah

The purpose of tasawwuf (spiritual purification) and the purpose of
da‘'wah are nearly identical. Scholars define tasawwuf as:
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“The rectification of one’s outward and inward self under the guidance
of a spiritual mentor.”

This is also the aim of da‘wah and tabligh, though the two fields
operate differently. In tasawwuf, people come to the shaykh, and
those who come are fewer in number. But those who do not come are
far more, and for them one must go out and meet them. This going out
is the work of da‘wah and tabligh.

The Parable of Rain

For this reason, the Messenger of Allah 5.t gave the parable of
da‘wah with wind, clouds, and rain.



Abl Misa al-Ash‘arT («= & =) reported that the Messenger of Allah
Azt said:
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“The example of what Allah has sent me with of guidance and
knowledge is like abundant rain that falls upon the earth...”

(Sahth al-Bukharf, ;*full narration: hadith of Aba Misa al-Ash ‘ari, see
below)

Just as rain falls upon deserts, mountains, seas, and gardens alike, so
too the workers of da‘wah carry this effort into every place — seas,
deserts, mountains, cities, and villages.

Contemporary Examples

In Raiwind, Hadrat Haj1 ‘Abdul-Wahhab (4 4»~ ) carried immense
concern for this mission. He would remain engaged in dhikr and at the
same time was occupied day and night with da'wah.

Similarly, in Karachi, Brother Wasif (4 s~ ) was a well-known
personality. He would participate in the efforts of da‘'wah, spending
forty days and three days regularly, and he was also engaged in
tasawwuf.

It so happened that he passed away in his youth. Then Haji Sahib
grew concerned that we need personalities who carry both
responsibilities: da‘'wah and tasawwuf together. Later, in Karachi, a
doctor who was a disciple of the elders was tasked by the Raiwind
elders to carry out both efforts simultaneously.

The Messenger of Allah il5it entrusted both da‘wah and tasawwuf to
his Ummah.



Scholars state that the Prophet s himself did not call the adhan. In
the narration where it says:
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“The Messenger of Allah st gave the adhan” (al-Bayhaq)

—its explanation is that the Prophet 252 did not personally call the
adhan but rather commanded Bilal (4= 4l ) to do so.

In Musnad Ahmad, it is recorded from ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd (+= &) =)
concerning the dream of the adhan, that the Prophet st said:
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“O Bilal, stand up and give the adhan.” (Musnad Ahmad)

A mursal (discontinued) narration mentions that the Prophet i gave
the adhan and said: sstall e

Scholars explain that if this narration is accepted, it refers to the o\
«+al— the adhan in the ear of a newborn child, which the Messenger
of Allah 2s£ gave in the ear of a child.

A question arises: when the adhan is given in the ear of a child, what
is the purpose of saying sslall 1= (A (“come to prayer’) and s
3\l (“come to success”)? After all, the child can neither pray nor act
upon it.

The scholars explain that in this context, the call and reminder to
Salah and success is with regard to the future—meaning itis a
supplication that Allah Almighty grant this child, in the years to come,
the ability to establish prayer and to be blessed with guidance in
religion. In other words, these words were pronounced as a du'a’ for
the child’s future ability to perform prayer and succeed in life.



The purpose is clear: the Prophet i did not himself give the public
adhan, for the adhan is a form of da'wah. Instead, he laid the
foundation of da'wah and entrusted the Ummah with carrying it until
the Day of Judgment.

Continuity of Da‘'wah

This is a special distinction of the Ummah of Muhammad st — that
it will carry the mission of da'wah until the end of time.

As Allah says:
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“It is He who has sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from
among themselves, reciting to them His verses,and purifying them
and teaching them the Book [i.e., the Qur’an] and wisdom |[i.e., the

sunnah] - although before that they were indeed in clear error.” (Sdrat
al-Jumu ‘ah 62:2)

The scholars comment: when st 3 (to recite) is followed by the
preposition = (upon), it implies both recitation and propagation.
Thus, the Messenger 5. would recite the verses and simultaneously
convey them as da‘wah.

Conclusion

This is our great fortune that today in this gathering, a jamat sent from
Raiwind is present. We listened to the address and the reports of the
work.

May Allah grant us the tawfiq to combine dhikr with deep concern for
da‘wah and calling to Allah Ay 4ilas,
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*Full Hadith:
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On the authority of AbG Misa al-Ash art (may Allah be pleased with
him), who said: The Messenger of Allah i said:

“The example of what Allah has sent me with of guidance and
knowledge is like abundant rain which fell upon a land. Some of it was
good soil which absorbed the water and brought forth much grass and
vegetation. And another portion of it was hard ground which held the
water, so Allah benefited the people by it: they drank from it, gave
drink to others, and irrigated their crops. And a portion of it fell upon
barren land which neither retained the water nor produced vegetation.
That is the example of the one who comprehends the religion of Allah
and benefits from what Allah sent me with, so he learns and teaches.
And [it is] the example of the one who does not raise his head towards
it and does not accept the guidance of Allah with which | was sent.”

(Reported by al-Bukhart)








